THE RANGE IS

HOT

What You Need to Know About Outdoor
and Indoor Ranges When Planning One

By Richard MacLean

OUTDOOR RANGES

safe place to shoot is essential for anyone who

owns or uses firearms. For the military, law

enforcement and security professionals their
livelihood, if not their life, depends on live fire train-
ing. Hunters must sight in their guns and where better
to do this than at a local 100-yard outdoor range.
Even collectors who rarely fire their valuable weapons
may feel the need to test fire a treasured favorite.

In the not-too-distant past, outdoor places to shoot
were abundant and had few constraints. Today, with
urban sprawl and encroachment, restrictive local laws,
and, shamefully, the few target shooters who trash
good sites, informal ranges are becoming an endan-
gered species and permits for sanctioned ranges are
more and more tightly controlled. A place to shoot is
becoming a hot commodity, more so than most gun
enthusients may realize.

Historically, the gun press has been focused on pro-
tecting Second Amendment rights, specifically gun
bans, self-defense and concealed carry methods and
laws, and ammunition and magazine restrictions. And
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